
Seneca Lake Pure Waters Association (DRAFT) 

Board of Directors Minutes - June 18, 2020 
 

Date: 6/18/20 Time: 5:30 pm Location: Remote- Join.Me 

Attendance: 
Rich Adams Richard Ahola Bob Barton Linda Zwick 
Tom Burrall Frank Case Dan Corbett Kelly Coughlin 
Frank DiOrio Kaitlin Fello Peggy Focarino Sayre Fulkerson* 
Larry Martin William McAdoo Jim McGinnis Peter Muller 
Bill Roege Bob Shrader* John Socha* Jake Welch 
Catharine McCracken John Cooley   

 
Recorder: Frank DiOrio Guests: Maura Toole (Prospective Board Member)  
*Absent    Celia Phillips (Intern)   
 

Introductions: 
Celia Phillips, our new college intern studying at the University at Buffalo in 
Environmental Sciences, was introduced by Frank DiOrio before the start of our 
meeting.  Celia lives in the Buffalo area and her folks have a place on Seneca Lake 
in the Long Point area.  She will be working closely with Kaitlin, Dan, Frank D., Rich 
and Bill on a variety of projects.  Welcome aboard, Celia!       
    

 

1.  Minutes from May Board Meeting - Unanimously approved with one change.  

Dan Corbett’s name to Invasive species area rather than Rich Adams. Motion to 

accept – Bill Roege, second – Dan Corbett, Passed. 

 

2.  Treasurers Report - We have $128,864 in our account. Some expenses still to 

be booked from our past fiscal year.  Balance is ahead of expectations due to over 

performance on revenue and cost reductions listed in item 3 below.   Motion to 

accept – Linda Zwick, second – Rich Ahola, Passed. 

 

3.  Summary Financial Charts - Our net loss for the past fiscal year is projected to 

be around $9,053.  This is much better than originally predicted due to better 

than plan results for the Annual Appeal and Membership, with $7,500 in 



membership booked in May.  Underrun in costs in the Water Quality area helped 

produce these favorable results as well for the 2019-2020 fiscal year.   

 

4.  Grant Status – Both the Freshwater Future and Tripp grant applications were 

turned down. We will not do the toxin study as a result of no funding from Tripp, 

and the LFL effort looks to be within our budgeted amount, so there will be no 

major financial issue as a result. Bill is applying for a Wegman grant to cover some 

proposed HABs work. 

 

5.  Membership Campaign Status – Membership campaign is progressing with 

excellent results.  We booked approximately $7,500 in May and could also 

generate close to $10,000 for June, which would be a big help to our financial 

results for the new fiscal year.  Final Wild Apricot notices will be distributed to 

those that have not renewed yet and then a paper mailing will go out.  Plans are 

also being finalized for our Business Membership drive/campaign. 

 

6. Water Quality and 9E Update – Stream sampling is budgeted for 2 high flow 

events this summer and fall. We have one more base flow sampling in October. 

CSLAP training was conducted by Lew McCaffrey, and Larry Martin and team have 

kicked off sampling at our four sites. Training conducted for the invasive species 

Macrophyte Survey’s, run by the FLI PRISM folks. We are awaiting supplies to start 

the sampling season. Much work going in with HABs team preparing for the 

summer and fall monitoring program. The Halfman dock study will continue this 

year with funding reallocated from normal stream program funds for this fiscal 

year(2020-2021). 

The 9E Project Advisory Committee (PAC) will meet for the second time at the end 

of June, and our first Public Outreach Session is planned for August 24 at 6PM. 

We encourage all board members to attend and will pass along information to 

link. 9E monitoring is progressing as planned, and the watershed assessments and 

modeling efforts by the consultants are on track. 

 

7. Annual Dinner Alternative Initiatives – Harbor View Hotel agreed to credit our 



$500 deposit for the October 30th annual Dinner that was cancelled.  Frank D. 

reviewed the 5 initiatives that are being developed to compensate for the 

$17,500 predicted profit that was budgeted for the original Annual Dinner.  

Initiatives include: Newsletter Advertising, Webinars with Targeted Giving, Virtual 

Silent Auction, Picnic with Music and Jake’s High Donor Campaign.  All Board 

members were asked to help with one or more initiatives.  

 

8. Status of Scholarship Fund – HWS has asked if Pure Waters is planning to 

fundraise for this effort.  After review of Board meeting minutes from last year, 

Jake confirmed that it was never the obligation of Pure Waters to continue this 

effort, but rather the effort of Jim Carter and FLI to obtain the money($100,000) 

to continue the scholarship fund for HWS. 

Jake proposes to continue the scholarship fund by way of allocating $5,000/year 

to HWS from a partnering effort between Pure Waters ($1,000), Jim Carter 

($2,000) and XXX ($2,000).  Jake will discuss this proposal with said parties and FLI 

to create a new contract between Pure Waters and HWS. 

Motion to accept – Jake Welch, second – Dan Corbett, Passed. 

A second motion was made to forgo the suggestion that we pass the scholarship 

sponsorship opportunity to our members through our newsletters. 

Motion to Accept – Jake Welch, Second – Frank Case 

 

9. Nominating Committee - Jake nominated Maura Toole to become part of our 

Board.  This nomination was unanimously approved.  Motion to accept – Jake 

Welch, second – Frank DiOrio, Passed. 

 

10. Status of Greenidge - 

Pure Waters has submitted a plea to the Public Service Commission (PSC) to 

oppose the “Greenidge Generation LLC‘s petitions for declaratory rulings filed 

before the PSC for the sale/use of unmetered electrical power to expand the 

development of bitcoin mining by Greenidge Coin LLC at its Dresden facility in 

Yates County.” (Welch, Greenidge PSC, 2020).  Pure Waters opposed the newly 

proposed bitcoin operation as the present DEC permit allows for over 139 million 

gallons of water to be discharged into the lake per day warming it by 38 degrees 



in the summer and 46 degrees in the winter. This is all now for private as opposed 

to the original public purpose of the electrical generation plant. 

A PSC ruling determined the unmetered electricity driving banks of computers 

that mine bitcoin at the Dresden power plant is not subject to PSC regulation 

(Mantius, Water Front Line, 2020). 

A SPEDES permit needs review every 5 years, which would put Greenidge up for 

review in 2022 by DEC. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:25. 

 


