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A Message From the PURE WATERS President
Jake Welch
INCEPTION OF THE NEW SEDIMENT, NUTRIENT AND
POLLUTION REDUCTION PROGRAM
Two Pure Waters’ membership surveys
in the past two years made clear that
watershed residents see our lake’s
number one as the proliferation of
unwanted nutrients in our streams as
they contribute to increased HABS and
weed growth. We agree.
This last year Pure Waters put together
a team consisting of its board members
as well as other highly qualified
volunteers to launch the Sediment, Nutrient, and Pollution
Reduction Program (SNPR). Much has occurred already. $5000 from
SNPR has been added to funding from Yates County to facilitate a
$30,000 engineering study of the Keuka Outlet, Seneca lake’s largest
contributor of phosphates. If feasible, the project will redirect high
volume waters into the old canal beds along this stream. This will
capture sediment, let nitrates “gas off” into harmless nitrogen and
have phosphates settle far uphill and away from our lake.

We have also undertaken an effort to redirect wastewater discharge
from the Five Points treatment plant so that it does not go into
Reeder Creek, another contributor to the lake's phosphate loading.
We are still awaiting decisions from Seneca County and the DEC in
that respect.
Finally, some 45 letters were issued to soil and water conservation
districts and various municipalities around the lake. Some absolutely
great responses have already been received. We are in the process of
evaluating which projects will best serve to reduce sediment and
pollution utilizing the approximate $45,000 we already have on hand
to combat these problems.
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This is where your help comes into
play. Two generous donors have put up
$15,000 as matching funds for this
program. We are looking to further
maximize contributions tying them to
government grants, some of which may
be matched as high as on a five to one
ratio. As an example, you're providing
$1000 gets doubled by our internal
matching fund and now becomes
$2000. A five to one government
matching amount adds $10,000 to that
and now your $1000 just grew to
$12,000 to help stop sediments,
phosphates and nitrates from entering
the lake. Pretty amazing!
We can lessen nutrient loading by
implementing cover crops, incentivizing
farmers to use management practices
adjacent to streams, utilizing sediment
retention areas for field drainage,
widening and grassing road ditches as well as a host of other tools
which have drastically helped elsewhere (like the Chesapeake Bay
watershed areas). Unfortunately, implementing such programs
comes with some hefty price tags. Yet, with matching funds, we can
meet that challenge head on.
Will you make a contribution for this incredibly worthwhile program,
being the first of its kind, to preserve and protect Seneca Lake? If so,
please provide a check to Pure Waters at the below address marking
your contribution as being for the Pure Waters SNPR Matching
program.

We at Pure Waters are extremely excited about this new program
and, as always, appreciate the huge help we obtain from our great
members.

Very truly yours,
Jake Welch,
President
Seneca Lake Pure Waters Association
P.O. Box 247
Geneva, NY 14456

Donate Today

THE LATEST IN SNPR NEWS
SNPR HELPING TO “RECONNECT”
WETLANDS ALONG KEUKA
OUTLET - Rich Adams & Ron Klinczar
Wetlands. Mother Nature‘s ecological
superheroes. They provide unique
habitats for all sorts of songbirds,
butterflies, important aquatic insects,
animals, and specialized plants.
Read More

click here to enlarge image

ON POINT --- SNPR ENGAGING IN
“POINT SOURCE” POLLUTION
CONTROL
As you may have heard, SNPR has a
focus is on the reduction of sediments
and nutrients that find their way to

Seneca Lake from stormwater related
runoff. These include runoff from
agricultural sources, from urban areas,
from roads and from ditch erosion.
Read More

Seneca PURE WATERS'
comments to DEC on the
Lockwood Ash Coal Plant
SPDES permit

Seneca PURE WATERS'
comments to DEC on Reeder
Creek, 303d impaired
tributary of Seneca Lake

Learn More About SNPR!

Speaking of Erosion and Flooding Control...
DEC Announces Annual 'Buffer in a
Bag' Program
Free Seedlings Available to Qualified
Landowners for Streamside Plantings.
Applications are due April 11, 2022.

See the Trees for Tribs
Factsheet

"Small-scale streamside plantings can
help decrease erosion, slow floodwaters,
and protect fish and wildlife
habitat," said Commissioner
Seggos. "We encourage New York
landowners with waterside properties to
participate in DEC's 'Buffer in a Bag'
program to bolster our efforts to protect
water quality and safeguard
communities from flooding."
Learn More
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