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DID YOU MISS IT?

The Seneca Lake Pure Waters Association
Virtual Annual Meeting
With 2020 being the year that it has, a silver
lining came from having to cancel our beloved
Annual Dinner. The Seneca Lake Pure
Waters Association held its first ever Virtual
Annual Meeting on September 30th, along
with a Virtual Silent Auction, both being a
great success.
Pure Waters was exhilarated to share with our
members, all of our accomplishments over the
past year, and really dig in to the pillars of our
organization: Citizen Science/Volunteerism,
Education, and Partnerships, along with our
vision and plan for the future.
We also hosted our most successful (virtual)
Silent Auction ever, all while in the comfort of
our home! Pure Waters raised over $6,000
with the help of many local business
donations, volunteers, and participants across
the watershed and beyond who bid, and outbid one another to raise funds for Seneca
Lake water quality!
If you missed the Virtual Annual meeting and
are interested in viewing the recording, please
do so by visiting our Youtube page!
You can also read our Annual Report by
visiting www.senecalake.org/News
We'd like to thank C.S. Burrall and Sons
Insurance Company for Sponsoring the 2020

Annual Meeting this year, as well as all of the
donors of the silent auction. Please consider
supporting the businesses who support us!
These businesses are listed below.

YouTube Page
FRACKING
and its Past and Present Potential
Impacts to Seneca Lake
Ed Przybylowicz
During my first meeting as a member of the Seneca Lake Pure Waters
Association board in 2009, I unwittingly stepped into a role that I would fill for
the next four to five years. During this meeting, there was a wide-ranging
discussion about the pros and cons of using high volume hydraulic fracking
(HVHF) to recover gas from the shale deposits below the lake. I agreed to
coordinate input from all Board members regarding their concerns for the
effects HVHF could have on the lake. This began a multiple-year effort to
oppose fracking in the Finger Lakes Region.
There is no apparent, imminent threat to Seneca Lake from fracking, but as
promised in my June newsletter article, I am reflecting on various risks to the
quality of Seneca Lake waters which could become a reality again.
The fact that New York’s Central and Southern Tier sit atop one of the richest
shale deposits in the world provides the fossil fuel industry with an incentive. In
the right economic and political environment, they could reopen the issue of
using high volume hydraulic fracking, or some variant of it, to recover gas in
the Marcellus and Utica Shale deposits that lie below the Finger Lakes and
Southern Tier regions.
Changing the environmental laws
through the New York State Legislature
would be required to allow drilling for
gas using HVHF technology today.
However, back during my first meeting
as a member of the Pure Waters board,
HVHF was a much more pressing issue.
We had to consider benefits and
drawbacks which are still relevant
today.
To put this technology and its products
in perspective, we need to review the
“pros and cons” of the process. The

arguments for pursuing the HVHF technology to release oil and gas from shale
deposits are both economic and political. HVHF could have the potential to
generate sufficient gas and oil from shale deposits across the U.S. to allow the
country to be essentially self-sufficient in our fossil fuel needs.
From an economic standpoint, the hundreds of billions of dollars that we were
spending per year in buying fossil fuels from foreign countries could be spent in
the U.S., thus creating jobs and wealth here. From a political standpoint,
becoming self-sufficient in our primary energy resources would free our foreign
policy options from limitations due to our dependency on certain countries for
fossil fuels.
However, the Pure Waters board also had many “cons” associated with this
technology to consider. The process itself requires large volumes (up to around
five million gallons per well) of water obtained from lakes or rivers. Chemicals
are then added to the water before it is used in the fracking process.
Combined with high pressure, this water shatters the shale layer and props it
open to liberate the gas or oil and allow it to be channeled to the surface where
it is isolated, stored, and shipped off for refining as commercial fuel. Much of
the fracking water injected into this process returns to the surface laden with
the added chemicals as well as those released from the shale layers. These
potentially hazardous components include brine, chlorides, bromides, and
naturally occurring radioisotopes. This wastewater is considered unsafe and
has to be “contained” in tanks for special disposal.
Additionally, the physical
disturbances of highpressure water in the
shale layers has led to
man-made seismic
shocks that in certain
geological structures
have triggered mediumsized earthquakes.
Furthermore, one of the
accepted disposal
methods for the
hazardous fracking water
is to inject it back into the
ground at high pressure,
further triggering
earthquakes. There is
ample evidence now of
this jarring additional
impact from fracking in
states like Ohio and

Oklahoma where this
disposal methodology
is still practiced and
causes the frequency of
earthquakes to increase.

Aside from the process itself,
the associated infrastructure
with HVHF often results in
contaminated well water (both
private and public), heavy
localized truck traffic (bringing
supplies and removing wastes),
air pollution from truck traffic,
flaring of hydrocarbons at well
heads to reduce the excess
pressure in the gas well to a
manageable level, and the
leakage of methane to the
atmosphere which adds
significantly to the greenhouse
effect that’s fueling climate
change.
In the early days of HVHF these were projected cons, but the experience of the
past 10 years has shown that these predictions were quite accurate.
As Pure Waters and other organizations that depend on Seneca Lake’s water

quality, such as wineries and municipalities, looked at this technology
becoming commonplace in New York State, they opposed it.
Pure Waters’ role in actively opposing fracking technology in the Marcellus and
Utica shale deposits in the Finger Lakes region was to monitor the activities of
companies planning to implement it and where appropriate, bring these actions
to the attention of Seneca Lake watershed residents. Pure Waters members
urged residents to write, call, or otherwise contact elected representatives to
compel them to step in and protect our lakes and region from this technology.
Additionally, Pure Waters representing its members wrote letters to elected
state and federal representatives from the region as well as the New York
State Governor and the Commissioner of the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC) requesting a ban against this
technology. Pure Waters joined with many other organizations in the region to
oppose the use of HVHF.
In 2010, Governor David Paterson first halted HVHF in New York State to allow
the DEC to study the process in detail and render an opinion regarding its
environmental impacts. Governor Cuomo extended this moratorium.
On December 17, 2014, after six years of study and discussions, Governor
Cuomo announced a ban on fracking in the state with an executive
order. Meanwhile, Pennsylvania, just south of the New York state line, was
allowing HVHF to take place and was experiencing all the problems associated
with this technology mentioned earlier in this article.
Governor Cuomo’s ban was in place until this year when in his State of the
State address on January 22, 2020 the Governor announced he had included
legislation in the Financial Year 2021 Executive Budget to make New York's
fracking ban permanent. This means the budget has been designed to, “restrict
the Department of Environmental Conservation from approving permits that
would authorize an applicant to drill, deepen, plug back or convert wells that
use high-volume hydraulic fracturing as a means to complete or recomplete a
well, protecting the health of New Yorkers and ensuring permanently that our
environment is not harmed by this practice,” according to a news release from
the governor’s office.
The fracking ban has been codified through the approval of the 2021 New York
State Budget and is part of the New York State Environmental Law. This
means it cannot be undone through a future governor’s executive order alone.
However, the permitting
process to drill gas wells still
allows applicants to apply for a
permit to use propane gels as
fracking fluids instead of water.
This technique which was
developed in Calgary, Canada
has been demonstrated to

frack shale and release gas
through a somewhat different
process in which a natural
propane gel replaces
water. The total environmental
and economic repercussions of
this process are still being
studied, but the laws in New
York State allow it to possibly
be used because the state
defines fracking as using
300,000 or more gallons of
water.
So, while the classical HVHF
process for recovering gas and
oil from shale is banned in New
York, a window has been left
for exploration of another type of fracking process.
It is incumbent upon those interested in preserving the water quality of the
lakes in regions of New York to be vigilant on this issue. The Seneca Lake
Pure Waters Association, its members and all New York State residents who
are interested in preserving and improving the quality of our lakes and other
freshwater resources must actively involve themselves in understanding the
implications of various technologies and how they could burden our
environment.
Perhaps the most promising developments over the past decade have been
the advances in alternative energy technologies such as solar and wind energy
which have the possibility of supplanting fossil fuels as our primary energy
sources.
A Yale study found these alternative energy sources have less significant
consequences for our environment since they don’t cause as much air pollution
as burning fossil fuels and they can prevent greenhouse gas emissions that
fuel climate change—even when factoring in the fossil fuels to produce this
new infrastructure. The continued adoption of renewable energy will be the
sure way in which HVHF and related technologies will one day become
obsolete along with our dependence on fossil fuels..

WATERSHED NEWS
Cayuta Waste Site
Peter Mantius - Water Front

Schuyler Legislators Vote 7-1 to Urge DEC to Probe Proposed Cayuta
Waste Site; Sen. O’Mara Wants Answers on Traffic
MONTOUR FALLS, Oct. 14, 2020 — The Schuyler County Legislature voted 7-

1 last night for a resolution opposing a state permit for a proposed solid waste
facility on Route 13 in Cayuta until:
The state Department of Environmental Conservation conducts a “full, fair
and exhaustive environmental review, including a traffic study.”
The developer, Bob Mente, formally amends his DEC application to reflect
the fact that trucks will not haul waste from the facility north to Seneca
Meadows Landfill in Waterloo, as stated in his original application.
The DEC reopens the public comment period concerning the proposed
facility.
David Reed of Cayuta was the lone ‘no’ vote.
Mente, who runs Alternative Waste Services Inc. in Newfield, proposes to
develop County Line MRF, a “materials recovery facility” that would handle up
to 500 tons of waste a day. His permit application to the DEC says the facility
will generate up to 185 truck trips per day. It shows most waste hauled from
the facility going north through winery areas between Seneca and Cayuga
lakes.
Mente said he has since changed plans
and will send all waste south to landfills in
Chemung and Steuben counties, but he
hadn’t revised his DEC application as of
late yesterday.
The DEC has said the project will have “no
significant adverse impacts on the
environment,” and the agency waived an
environmental impact statement. In
his Sept. 3, 2020 analysis, the DEC’s
Guillermo Saar didn’t mention the
destination of the waste, and dismissed
impacts to transportation as “small.”
However, state Sen. Tom O’Mara (R-Big
Flats), in a recent letter to Saar, asked for a
direct response addressing the “significant
and legitimate local concerns involving the facility’s traffic safety….I look
forward to hearing from you.”
Read the full article on Waterfrontonline.blog

DID YOU KNOW?

Seneca Lake Pure Waters Association is on the Radio
with Ted Baker every month!
Tune into Finger Lakes News Radio
95.9FM/1240AM WGVA or 98.1FM/1590AM WAUB
8:15am the first Friday of every month

for Seneca Lake Pure Waters Association News!

CLICK HERE to visit our website and listen to our
broadcast from October 2!

WANTED

Lake Trout Anglers
Amelia Smith, Hobart and William Smith Colleges
My name is Amelia Smith, I am a senior biology major at Hobart and William
Smith Colleges. I am working with Professor Susan Cushman on a honors
research project, and I need your help.
The goal of my project is to assess the diet of Seneca Lake Trout in order to
understand the current status of the local populations. We want to know what
the trout are eating to determine if there have been changes in the food web or
habitat quality. In order to do so, we are looking for approximately 20 Lake
Trout specimens, and specifically need the muscle tissue from below the
dorsal fin, and gut to conduct stable isotope analyses and dissect the
stomachs. If this is something you could be of assistance with, please refer to
the criteria below!
We need whole frozen fish 21 inches or greater (total length; per NYS Fishing
regulations) labeled with the following:
1. Length of whole fish (total
length)
2. Date caught
3. Location on lake (roughly)
4. Angler contact information
If providing whole fish is not possible,
we need approximately 1-1.5 inches
of muscle tissue from below the
dorsal fin, with no skin or bones, and
if possible the stomach as well. All
samples need to be placed into
separate sealed plastic bags, stored
over ice or frozen, and labeled with
the following:
1. Length of whole fish (total
length)

2.
3.
4.
5.

Weight of whole fish (if possible)
Date caught
Location on lake (roughly)
Angler contact information

If you or someone you know are
fishing on the lake and can provide
Lake Trout, please contact Susan
Cushman at (585)730-2531 or
cushman@hws.edu.
Thank you so much for any and all
assistance in advance.
Amelia Smith (HWS Honors ‘21)
Susan Cushman
Hobart and William Smith Colleges
Finger Lakes Institute
Biology Department

UPCOMING EVENTS
Greenidge Generation Public
Comment Period Ends
Saturday, Nov. 7!
Call to Action!
Voice your concern about the
impacts on Seneca Lake
proposed by the Greenidge
Generation onsite data center
project . Send this Sierra Club
letter to the Town of Torrey
before Nov. 7!
Click here to sign and send!

Ancient and Modern Plagues:
Harmful Algal Blooms
Presented by Dr. Michael Twiss,
Clarkson University
Tuesday, November 3, 2:00pm
This Week's Ignite Speaker
Series webinar will introduce you
to the plague of harmful algae
blooms caused by microbial
Cyanobacteria.
Click here to register

 eneca Lake Pure Waters Association would like to thank
S
the following businesses for their contributions to this years
Annual Meeting and Fundraiser!
Without partners like you, our work would not be possible.
THANK YOU!

Assured Edge Solutions
Bagels and Cakes
Barnstormer Winery
Bill & Celia McAdoo
Billsboro Winery
Bob Shrader
Bottomless Brewing
Cabins on the Spur
Climbing Bines
C.S. Burrall & Sons Insurance
Custom Pest Control
Daggett's Garage
Damiani Wine Cellars
Dan Corbett
Danos Heuriger
Finger Lakes Harvest & Shrub
Finger Lakes Times
Fish Wood Works
Fox Run Vineyards
Halsey's Restaurant
Hampton Inn- Penn Yan
Harbor Hotel
Herman Wiemer
Hunt Country Vineyards
Jake & Karen Welch
Jim Carey
John Cooley
Kaitlin Fello
Kemmeter Winery
Kimball Realty

Kindred Fare
Knapp & Schlappi Hardware
Lamoreaux Landing Wine Cellars
Laurentide Inn & Brewery
Locke's Glen on the lake
Mackenize Childs
Muranda Cheese
Neil Sjoblom
Parker’s Grille - Geneva
Peggy Focarino
Penn Yan Plumbing & Heating
Ports Cafe
Proforma Shrader & Shrader
Ray's Jewlers
Rich and Sandy Adams
Rooster Hill Furnishings
Roy's Marina
Standing Stone Vineyards
Staving Artist Woodwork
Stivers Marina
Stomping Grounds
Stonecat Cafe
Stony Brook WholeHeartedFoods
Tabora Deli
Teresa Harris
The Nest Egg
The Wine Barrel
Three Brothers Winery/Brewery
Two Goats Brewing
Walmart
Water Street Pharmacy

Are you a Pure Waters' Business member and would like to Advertise in
our E-newsletter? Contact Kaitlin at Kaitlin@SenecaLake.org to discuss
LAKEWATCH advertising packages!

Seneca Lake Pure Waters Association
Visit Our Webpage





