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In the past several months, Chair Ed Przybylowicz and the Marcellus Shale Committee have done 
an amazing job preparing detailed responses to the DEC proposals to let natural gas drilling move 
forward in the state.  Of course, the focus was to prevent adverse impacts on Seneca Lake. I am 
very proud of the work they did and I hope you are as well. 
 

But we cannot rest.  We must keep the legislators and local officials updated on new research and 
reports on shale drilling.  State legislators need to know the impacts on the lakes and the opinions 
of their constituents, as they consider legislation. Local 
officials should be investigating, social impacts, local 
laws and zoning.  If you have not made your elected 
representatives aware of your concerns, please take 
the time to do so.   There is an article in this newsletter from the Marcellus Shale committee that 
provides updates.    
 

SLPWA is also following the LPG storage proposal near Watkins Glen and will monitor lake levels. 
If you hear of projects in your local area that you think we should be aware of, please contact us at 
slpwa@senecalake.org. 
 

To insure that we can continue to provide our members and the public at large with objective     
information that will help maintain the quality of our lake,  SLPWA critically needs more members 
and active volunteers. Obviously, member financial support is critical to our work which involves 
members meetings, special educational events, mailings, support of research on the lake, student 
education grants, and keeping current information on our website.  If you and/or your employer 

have not joined, please do so at:   http://www.senecalake.org/Join_Now.php 

First and foremost, SLPWA critically needs more volunteers! 
 

SLPWA is an all-volunteer organization, with no paid employees.  The projects we can take on are 
limited by our manpower resources and the interests of the board members and volunteers. 
SLPWA has focused on High Volume Hydraulic Fracturing, the LPG storage issue in Watkins Glen 
and the lake level. Research funding has been limited to enhanced monitoring of Seneca Lake so 
that we can scientifically know what changes are occurring in the lake and why.  We simply can’t do 
more with existing resources, despite requests to do so. 
 

As a result, emerging problems that may be of concern to you have not been addressed, for  
example:  Stormwater runoff, Blue green algae, Land use planning, Agricultural runoff, Leachates 
from landfill,  Effluents from publically owned water treatment facilities. 
 

Fundraising and major event planning and grant applications are needed to expand our research 
and informational outreach initiatives.  We always need help at events to introduce SLPWA to the 
public. Finally, we need more active people to serve on our Board of Directors to help guide the 
organization going forward.  In the coming year, we plan to focus on increasing our membership 
and volunteers to help fulfill our mission. If you have an interest in volunteering, please contact us 
at:  slpwa@senecalake.org. 
 

Mary Anne Kowalski,  
SLPWA President 

PRESIDENT’S  

MESSAGE 

http://senecalake.org/uploads/Membership_Appl_2012.pdf
mailto:slpwa@senecalake.org
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Drilling in the Marcellus Shale – February 2012 Update 
Ed Przybylowicz, Chairman, Marcellus Shale Committee 

 

In early January, 2012, SLPWA responded to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

(NYSDEC) revised draft of the Supplemental Generic Environmental Statement d(SGEIS) and the issued proposed  

regulations which would govern high volume hydraulic fracturing (HVHF) in New York State.  The original deadline for 

submission of public comments was December 12, 2011 after pressure from SLPWA along with that from many other 

organizations, NYSDEC moved the date to January 11, 2012.  SLPWA filed a 14-page critique of the proposed regula-

tions which can be found on our website:  

http://www.senecalake.org/uploads/2012-0105-SLPWA_Response_on_Proposed_Regulations-Final-bc.pdf   

and a separate 20-page letter on the dSGEIS which can be found at: 

http://www.senecalake.org/uploads/SLPWA_Response_to_2011dSGEIS-0101012-FINAL.pdf 

Postcards were sent to all members highlighting the response and asking that members contact their elected representa-

tives indicating their concerns with the impact that HVHF could have on our water sources like Seneca Lake and the Fin-

ger Lakes environment and communities.  If you have not received this postcard or misplaced it, please go to: 

http://www.senecalake.org/uploads/postcard_re_DEC_comments-1.pdf   

 

SLPWA is taking the position:  
“that  New York State is not ready to proceed with HVHF. Until the results from EPA’s drinking water study,  
regulations on air quality and wastewater management and analyses underway in Dimock, PA and Pavillion, WY; the 
revised socio-economic study from the DEC’s consultant and re-search from the several universities on the impacts in 
other states, the dSGEIS should not be finalized. The gas has been there for millions of years. It will still be there when 
it can be drilled safely.” 

 
Recent word from Albany as reported in the New York Times is that over 40,000 comments were received on these draft 

documents and that the process for deciding on whether to allow fracking for natural gas in shale deposits in New York 

State has slowed as a result of dealing with this response.   

Several legislators have responded to copies of our letters to the DEC not only with an acknowledgement, but support for 

the position that we have taken with the DEC.  Those letters will be posted shortly on our website. 

 

On the national front, President Obama pushed drilling for gas in shale rock and support for cleaner energy sources to 

boost the economy in his final State of the Union address before facing U.S. voters in November. HVHF could create 

more than 600,000 jobs by the end of the decade, Obama said in his address.   The process, called fracking, is among a 

list of energy policies Obama said would fuel economic growth.  “We have a supply of natural gas that can last America 

nearly 100 years, and my administration will take every possible action to safely develop this energy,” Obama said.  

Obama reiterated support for conservation and cleaner sources of power and pledged more oil drilling as part of an ‘all-

out, all-of-the-above’’ policy “that’s cleaner, cheaper, and full of new jobs.”  

 

Meanwhile Albany protests continued with a Fracking Day on January 23, 2012 which, by many accounts, brought hun-

dreds of protestors from across the state to make a statement to the legislature and governor.  In Pennsylvania, Chesa-

peake Energy, one of the largest drillers in the state with leases on some 178 million acres was fined $565,000 in early 

February for a number of violations of drilling regulations.  This is in addition to the $1.09 M fine for violations in May, 

2011.  While these fines seem significant, this apparently is the “cost of business” for and it is likely that the  

environmental damage caused by these violations will cost more to mitigate than the fines will cover. 

 

The association has many areas of serious concern if HVHF is allowed in New York State under the guidelines and pro-

visions described in these documents.  Members need to actively question the impact on the Seneca Lake watershed from 

what is being proposed before the final SGEIS and regulations are issued.  Please become actively involved with your 

representatives and the NYSDEC now, before time runs out. 

http://www.senecalake.org/uploads/2012-0105-SLPWA_Response_on_Proposed_Regulations-Final-bc.pdf
http://www.senecalake.org/uploads/SLPWA_Response_to_2011dSGEIS-0101012-FINAL.pdf
http://www.senecalake.org/uploads/postcard_re_DEC_comments-1.pdf
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SENECA LAKE AREA PARTNERS  

IN 5 COUNTIES (SLAP5)   
 Chairman Dr. Richard R. Ahola 

      

      In 1996 Seneca Lake Area Partners 

(SLAP5) was formed by SLPWA  as mayors, 

supervisors, state legislators, county agency staff 

and others pledged to work together to develop 

a watershed management plan for Seneca Lake 

that protects and improves water quality.   A 

second mission of the organization is to provide 

representation of all important sectors in the 

Seneca Lake Watershed and to keep in contact 

with people in their areas of expertise to insure 

that the watershed program reflects and re-

sponds to the people represented. 

 

     Edith Davey, Conservation Educator, pro-

vides programs for citizens, real estate agents 

and municipal officials targeting   efforts to pro-

tect the lake from pollution,  invasive species 

and other threats to water quality.  

  

     Under a Department of State grant for 

$152,500, SLAP5 is participating in updating 

the original watershed plan for the protection 

and enhancement of Seneca Lake. 

 

     SLAP5 meets frequently at alternative sites 

in the watershed.  SLAP 5 invites your partici-

pation along with the member agencies which 

include The Finger Lakes Institute, Hobart and 

William Smith Colleges, Cornell Cooperative 

Extension, Genesee-Finger Lakes and Southern 

Tier Regional Planning Councils, Keuka Lake 

Watershed Improvement Cooperative and the 

planning and water quality professionals repre-

senting Chemung, Ontario, Schuyler, Seneca 

and Yates Counties. 

Seneca Meadows Landfill  
Partners with 2trg to Provide 

Free Electronic Waste Recycling 

The Seneca Meadows Landfill and 2trg, an elec-
tronics recycling company in Geneva, announced 
a partnership to offer free, e-waste recycling drop-
off services, at the landfill, for residents and busi-
nesses in the Finger Lakes region, beginning Sat-
urday, November 19, 2011. The service includes 
drive-through unloading of acceptable electronics 
(see list below) for secure processing, and will be 
available on Saturdays from 6:00 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. and Sundays from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.   

The program is closed on public 
holidays including Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, and New Year's 
Day. 

 
http://www.senecameadows.comewaste_recycling.php 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
by Treasurer Bob Kayser 

 

  This fiscal year has been the most successful 

in many years. The increase in membership (now 

more than 500) coupled with generous contributions 

from businesses and friends brought our fund  

balance to more than $25,000. We have recently 

awarded more than $6,000 to Hobart and William 

Smith Colleges for additional water sampling  and  

anticipate further grants to other organizations de-

signed to establish baseline information about the 

health and chemical composition of the lake. SLPWA 

is only successful in representing your interests in 

maintaining the quality of Seneca Lake because of 

your generosity. On behalf of all of those in the  

watershed,  a big Thank You! 
NOTE:  Edith Davey, SLAP5 Conservation  Educator, will 

be the guest speaker at the SLPWA member meeting on 

April 19th at 7 PM at the Finger Lakes Institute. 

http://www.senecameadows.com/ewaste_recycling.php
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New Rechargeable Battery Recycling Law 
The NYS Rechargeable Battery Recycling Act  was signed into law on December 10, 2010. The law re-
quires manufacturers of covered rechargeable batteries to collect and recycle the batteries statewide in 
a manufacturer-funded program at no cost to consumers. Most rechargeable batteries contain toxic 
metals that can be released into the environment when improperly disposed. Consumers across the 
state will now be able to safely return to retailers rechargeable batteries, from a large number of elec-
tronic products, for recycling or proper management at the end of their useful life.. 
 

Which types of rechargeable batteries are covered by the new law? 

The law applies to all rechargeable batteries (and items that contain 
them), including: 

Nickel-cadmium (NiCD) 

Sealed lead  
Lithium ion (Li-Ion) 

Nickel metal hydride  (NiMH) 
NiZN (Nickel-Zinc) 

 

Why are rechargeable batteries good for the environment? 
Rechargeable batteries cost more to start with, but they can be recharged 
and reused hundreds of times – for many years.  Batteries contain heavy 
metals and corrosive materials.  Manufacture, transportation and disposal 
can impair human health and the environment.   By using rechargeable 
batteries, the number of batteries used and disposed of can be greatly reduced. 
 

Manufacturer Responsibilities 

Under the new law, manufacturers of covered rechargeable batteries or groups of collaborating manu-
facturers will be responsible for financing the collection and recycling of the batteries, advertising their 
program to consumers, and reporting on the progress of their programs.  
 

Retailer Responsibilities 

Beginning June 8, 2011, retailers that sell covered rechargeable batteries will be required to accept 
used rechargeable batteries from consumers during normal business hours and will need to post signs 
informing consumers about these requirements.  
 

Consumer Responsibilities 

Consumers should make every effort to responsibly recycle their used rechargeable batteries as im-
proper disposal will be prohibited by a disposal ban. 

Disposal Ban 

Beginning December 5, 2011, no "person" shall knowingly dispose of covered rechargeable batteries 
as solid waste at any time in the state. 

What is the Department's role under the new law? 

The Department will be responsible for oversight of the program including reviewing and approving 
manufacturer collection plans. In addition, the Department will be responsible for enforcement, analysis 
of information provided by rechargeable battery manufacturers, and submitting a report to the gover-
nor and legislature biennially.   For additional information go to: http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/72065.html  

http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/72065.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

a preview to the 2012 state of the lake report 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seneca Lake Update: http://people.hws.edu/halfman/Data/2011%20Seneca%20Report.pdf  
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Bob Kayser 
 

The level of Seneca Lake has been well with-

in prescribed parameters since mid-summer 

2011, and according to hydrologists at  

Cornell the amount of precipitation we have 

received this winter has been within normal 

range.  However, the lack of a snow pack  

anywhere in the Seneca Lake watershed is a 

matter of modest concern as we look toward 

the summer of 2012.   SLPWA will be in  

contact with the owners of the Seneca Falls 

Power Company requesting that they closely 

monitor watershed precipitation during the 

March-May timeframe to insure that absent 

a wet spring, adequate water is retained in 

the lake to meet the needs of boaters, lake  

property owners, and lakeside businesses. 

Eighth Annual 
Symposium on Energy  

in the 21st Century 
A Division of Synapse Sustainability Trust 

Looking Ahead for a Future in Renewable Energy 

A Local & Global Perspective 
Friday, April 27, 2012 

at “The Links"  
in East Syracuse, New York  

Rhea Jezer 315-727-0123;   rjezer@gmail.com  
TO REGISTER:    http://www.energy21symposium.org/index.php?

option=com_content&view=article&id=8&Itemid=9  

March 15March 15March 15   

7:00 PM7:00 PM7:00 PM   

Finger Lakes InstituteFinger Lakes InstituteFinger Lakes Institute   
 

John Halfman 
Finger Lakes Institute Endowed Chair in Environmental Studies 

Professor of Hydrogeochemistry 
Chair, Environmental Studies Program 

Hobart and William Smith Colleges 

http://people.hws.edu/halfman/Data/2011%20Seneca%20Report.pdf  

http://people.hws.edu/halfman/Data/2011%20Seneca%20Report.pdf
mailto:rjezer@gmail.com
http://www.energy21symposium.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=8&Itemid=9
http://www.energy21symposium.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=8&Itemid=9
http://people.hws.edu/halfman/Data/2011%20Seneca%20Report.pdf
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John Elder and his wife, Anne love Seneca Lake and the      
cottage Anne’s father bought near Burdett.  John loves  eve-
rything about Seneca Lake—diving off the dock for a long 
swim in bone-chilling cold water, kayaking, sailing, camp-
fires, sitting on the porch and watching the beautiful sun-
sets over the hills on the western side of the lake, and paint-
ing watercolors of the lakes and the glens. 
 

When John’s 80th Birthday came around, his 
chidren,   Nancy Elder Wilfrid and Dan Wilfrid, Mark Elder 
and Kiki Speidel, Susy Elder Murphy and Kevin Murphy, 
Margaret and Graham Fuguitt and Sarah Elder & Paul Yde 

were looking for a gift for that would help protect the Lake that John and his family 
love.  In honor of his  birthday, they all made donations to SLPWA. 
 
So, Happy Birthday John!... and thank you to the  
Elder Family for sharing your story and  
supporting SLPWA! 

 

NEXT   SLPWA MEETING: 
 

 

LAKE FRIENDLY LIVING—
KEEPING THE LAKE CLEAN 

 

Presenting by Edith Davey, 

Seneca Lake Area Partners in Five Counties   

(SLAP-5) 

 

April 19, 2012 

Finger Lakes Institute 

7:00 PM 

 

Please Join Us! 

Do you have a  

Seneca Lake “Special” story 

you would like to share? 

 

Send your story to 

slpwa@ senecalake.org,  

along with pictures and  

contact information in case 

we need to connect with 

you. 

A  

Seneca Lake 

“Special”  

Story 

Are you checking 
out our website for  
upcoming events 

and news? 
 

Keep informed at: 
 

www.senecalake.org 
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Get ready for Spring with a Dock or House Plate! 



 

 

Seneca Lake Pure Waters Association 

P.O. Box 247 

Geneva, NY 14456 

 

SLPWA  MISSION: 
Enhance and preserve the quality of Seneca Lake 

 
Seneca Lake Pure Waters Association will further its mission 

through efforts to: 

 Promote the understanding, preservation and improvement of the 

water quality, natural habitat and general environmental conditions 

of Seneca Lake and its watershed; 

 Sponsor scientific research of the watershed to establish baseline 

data and monitor changes; 

 Collect, preserve, publish and disseminate information concerning 

Seneca Lake and its watershed; 

 Encourage and support the compliance with laws and regulations; 

 Collaborate with like-minded organizations; and 

 Promote patterns of development and technology to further our 

mission.  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Did You Know……? 

According to information tabulated by the 

Keuka Citizens Against Hydrofracking, 9 out 

of 10 towns in the Keuka Lake watershed 

"are under the protection of zoning,         

moratoria and bans" against HVHF.  The   

latest is the Town of Jerusalem which 

passed a new zoning ordinance in February 

2012 effectively prohibiting HVHF anywhere 

in the town.  In the Seneca Lake watershed 

the only town that has banned HVHF is the 

Town of Milo and the City of Geneva has   

also banned it. 
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